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The bay of Naples is the moil: delightful one that I ever 
law : it lies in a) moll a round figure of about thirtv miles in 
the diameter , Addtjori s Remarks on Italy, 

Diametral, adj. [from diameter.] Deicribing the diameter ; 
relating to the diameter* 

Di A f METR ally. adv. [from diametral d\ According to the 
diiefUon of a diameter. 

Chriftian piety is., beyond all olher things, diametral y op- 
po fed to profanenefs and impiety of aftfons, Hammond, 

D l a m E f T ric al. adj, [from diameter* J 
i . Deferibing a diameter- 
2 . Obfervipg the direction of a diameter* 

The fin of calumny is fet in a mod diametrical oppofkion 
to the evangelical precept of loving our neighbours as our- 
felves, Govertimettf of the Tongue ^ f v * 

Diametrically, adv. [from diametrical] In a diametrical 
direction. 

He perl traded the king to con feu t to what was diametri- 
cally againft: his confcienec and his honour, and, in truth, his 
fecurity* Clarendon, Ik v til- 

When it is thus intercepted in its pafiage 3 the vapour, 
which cannot penetrate the ftratum diametrically ^ glides 
along the lower fur face of it, permeating the horizontal 
interval, which is betwixt the faid denfe ilratum and that 
which lies underneath It. Woodzvard. 

Dl a mon d * n* f [diamante French ; adamas, Lati n . ] 

The diamond , the mod valuable and hardeft of all the gems, 
is, when pure, perfeftly clear and pellucid as the pur eft 
water j and is eminently diftinguifhed from all other fob- 
ftancej by its vivid Iplendour, and the brightnefs of its re- 
flexions, It is extremely various in ftiapc and fize, being 
found in the greateit quantity very final], and the larger ones 
extremely feldum met with. The largcft ever known is that 
in the poficfiion of the great Mogul, which weighs two hun- 
dred and feventy-nine carats, and is computed to be worth 
feven hundred and fevemy-nine thoufand two hundred and 
forty-four pounds* The diamond bears the force of the 
ftrongeft fires, except the concentrated folar rays, without 
hurt; and even that infinitely fierce!! of all fires does it no in- 
jury, unlefs directed to its weaker pans* It bears a glafs-houfe 
fire for many days, and, if taken carefully out, and fullered to 
cool by degrees, Is found as bright ar]d beautiful as before ; 
but if taken haftlly out, it will Ibmetimes crack, and even 
fplit into two or three pieces* The places where we have 
diamonds are the Eaft Indies and the Brafils ; and though they 
are ufually found dear and colourlefc, yet they aro fometimes 
flightly tinged with the colours of the other gems, by the 
mixture of fume metalline particles. Hill m Fojjils. 

This diamond was my mother's : take it, heart; 

But keep it J tiil you woo another wife* Shakefp. Cymhelim. 

Give me the ring of mine you had at dinner ; 

Or, for the diamond, the chain you prom i fed. Sbahjpeare. 
I fee how thine eye would emulate the diamond : thou haft 
the right arched bent of the brow* Shek* Mer, Wives cf Windf 
The diamond is preferable and vaftly fuperior to all others 
in luftre and beauty ; as alfo in hard nefs, which renders it 
more durable and Lifting, and therefore much more valuable, 
than any other ftone* Woodward's Melt, FoJJl 

The diamond is by mighty m anarchs worn, 

Fair as the ftar that u filers in the morn. B lac km. Creation. 

The lively diamond drinks thy pure!! rays. 

Colic fled light, compact* ThmnjWs Summer, /* 140. 

Di'apase. n.f A chord including all tones* The 

old word for diapajin* See Diapason* 

And ftwixt them both a quadrant was the bafe. 
Proportion’d equally by feven and nine; 

Nine was the circle fet in heaven’s place. 

All which compacted made a good dlapafe. Fairy Ffucen. 

The fweet numbers and melodious meafures, 

With which 1 wont the winged words to tie, 

And make a tuneful diaptf of pleafures. 

Now being let to run at liberty* Spenfer, 

Diapason, n.f 

Diapajm denotes a chord which includes all tones : it is the 
fame with that we call an eighth, or an octave; becaufe there 
arc but feven tones or notes, and then the eighth is the fame 
ain with the firft* Harris* 

k discovered) the true coincidence of founds into diapajons, 
which Is the return of the fame found* Bacon's Nat. Hijhry. 

Harfh din 

Broke the fair mufick that all creatures made 
To their great Lord, whofe love their motion fway’d 
In perfeft diapafw, whilft they flood 
In fir ft obedience, and their ftate of good. 

Many a fweet rife, many as fweet a fall, 

A full-mouth diapafon (wallows all* O ofhaw. 

From harmony, irofn heav’nly harmony, 

Th Is univerfal frame began: 

From harmony to harmony 
Through all the compafs of the notes It raiL 
The diapefm clofrng full in man. Dryden. 




Milton , 
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DIAPER, n.f [ diapre, French, of uncertain etymology 1 
2. Linen doth woven in flowers, and other figures* ' ' 

Not any damfd, which her vaunteth molt 
In fldlful knitting of foft filken twine; 

Nor any weaker, which his work doth beaft 
In diaper, in damafk, or in lyne, 

M ight in their diverfe cunning ever dare 
With this fo curious net-work to compare* .. r 

2. A napkin 5 a towel. ***' 

Let one attend him with a filver bafon 
Full of rofe- water, and beftrew’d with flowers ; 

Another bear the ewer, a third a diaper. Shakefptare 

To DFaper. v. a. [from the noun,] 
l To variegate; to diverfify ; to flower. 

For fear the Hones her tender foot ftiould wrong, 

The ground heflrewM with flowers al! along. 

And diaper d like the d tfcolourcd mead. Sfcnfcr 

Flora ufeth to cl oath our gratubdame earth with a new 
livery, diapered with various flowers, and chequered with de- 
liglitful objects, MmcPs Focal lorrtf, 

2 . To draw flow-ers upon doaths. 

If you diaper upon folds, Ut j’our work be broken, and 
taken, as it were, by the half ; for reatbn tells you, that yeur 
fold mult cover fume what utdeen. Pern ham on Duming. 
DiaphakeTty* mf [from Traniparency; jeh 

lucid nefs ; power of tranfmttting light* 

Becaufc the outward coat of the eye ought to be pel lucid, 
to tranfmit the light, which, if the eyes fliould alwavs ftand 
open, would be apt to grow dry and thrink, and lofe their 
diaphaneity \ therefore are the eyelids fo contrived as often to 
wink, that fo they may, as it were, glaze and varnllh them 
over with the motfture they contain. Ray on the Creathn. 
Di a pha n i ck, adj. [/,fc and ] T ranfparent ; pellucid ; 
having the power to tranfmit light* 

Air is an dement fuperior, and lighter than water, 
through whofe v aft, open, iubtile, dlaphanick, or tranfpareqc 
body, the light, afterwards created, cafily tranfpired, 

Raleighs Hijlm y of the World. 
DIAPHANOUS, adj . [Ld and Tranfpaxent j dear; 

tranflucent ; pellucid ; capable totranlmit light* 

Ariftotle calJeth light a quality inherent* or clearing to a 
diaphanous body, Raleigh 7 s Htjhry of the I For hi 

When he had taken off the infect, he found in the leaf 
very little and diaphanous eggs, exactly like to thofc which yet 
remained in the tubes of the fly's womb. Ray on tin Creation. 
Dia pho reTick* adj. [^^.=t^*Sk] Sudorifick; promotiiiga 
diaphorefis or per fp [ration ; caufmg iwcat. 

Diaphoreiicksy or promoters of per fpi ration, help the organs 
of digeftion, bccaufe the attenuation of the aliment make it 
per fpi table* Arhtdhmt on Jdmmts. 

A diaphoretic^ medicine, or a iudorifick:, is fomething that 
will provoke fweating. fflaltu 

DIAPHRAGM, n.f [S*^e7/«*0 

1. The midriff which do ides the upper cavity of the body from 
the lower. 

2* Any divlfion or partition which divides a hollow body* 

It confifts of a fafciculns of bodies, round, about one fixth 
of an inch in diameter, hollow, and parted into numerous cells 
by means of diaphragms, thick fet throughout the whole length 
of the body* IFoodzuard on Fojjus. 

DIARRHOEA, n.f A flux of the belly, whereby 

a perfon frequently goes to ftool, and is cured either by 
purging off the caufc, or reflringing the bowels* &dnty* 
During his diarrhoea I healed up the fontanels* JFijmnn. 
DiarrhoeTick* adj. [from diarrhoea.] Promoting the flux 
of the belly ; folutivc ; purgative* 

Millet is diarrheetid’y cleanfing, and ufidul. in dile.ifes of 
the kidneys. Abuthmt on AllmenU, 

Di'ary. n.f. [duirluniy Latin.] An account of die tranf- 
adiions, accidents, and obfervatiojis of every day; a journal* 
In fea- voyages, where there is notliing to be feen but tkj 
and fea, men make dairies \ but in land-travel, whereiu o 
much is to be obferved, they omit k. Bacon, tpy\ (y 

I go on in my Intended diary. Tatief , - ! * 

Diastole, n.f # f ( 

1 * A figure in rhetorick, by which a (her t fy liable is made 

2, The dilation of the heart. v ( * 

The fyftole feems to rdemble the forcible beading \o 

fpring, and the diaJloU its flying out again to at ^‘ 

Ray on the i^rcatioa* 

Di a'style. and a pillar*] A fort of edifice vhu* 

the pillars Hand at fuch a diftancc from one 1 _ 

three diameters of their thickncfs are allowed for inter - | U 
, . Hoyrts. 

ination. * • rtr _ 

Diate^sseroN- n. f [of and four.] ^ j ^ 

val in mufick, compofed of one greater tone, 0Uv ^ 

and one greater fembtone ; its proportion being ^ ■, 

three* It is called, in mufical comp oilt ion, a pci uc 


:ick. [ of ] The ordinary /brt of ^ 

proceeds bv different tones, either \t\ a uditig* 


DtATOT 

which proceeds by 
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tk-feendin^ It contains only the two greater arid leffef tones, 
and the greater gmi-tone. Harris. 

JDi \zeTticK Tcut\ [of and cpy»vf*i-~j In the ancient Greek 
mufick, disjoined two fourths, one on each tide of it ; and 
which helm: joined to either, made a fifth* I his is, in our 
mufick, from A to R. 

They allowed to this dia%mtuh tone, which is our La, Mi, 
the proportion of nine to ciirht, as being the unalterable dif- 
ference of the fifth and four h* Harris* 

Di'bblx. n.f [from dipfif Dutch, a {harp point, Skinmr ; 
horn dabbk, Junius.} A fmall fpade; a pointed inftrument 
with which the gardeners make holes tor planting. 

Dica'city. n.f [dicadtai, Lat*] IVrtnefs ; faucinefs* Did!. 
DFbstone. n.f A little ftone which children throw at an- 
other ftone* 

I have fern little girls exercife whole hours together, and 
take abundance of pains to be expert at diijhms, as they cal! 

j [ _ J-iOike* 

DICE, n.f The plural of die. See Die; 

It I , above a hundred to one againft any particular throw, that 
vuu do not caff any given fet of faces with four cubical dice ; 
becaufe there are (o many feveral combinations of the fix faces 
of four dice 1 now, after you have cult all the trials but one, 
It is ftiU as much odds at the laft remaining time, as it was at 
the firfk Bentley i Sermons. 

To Dice. v. n. [horn the noun.] To game with dice, 

I was as virmoufly given as a gentleman need to be; vir- 
tuous enough ; fworc little ; diced not above feven times a 
week ; went to a bawdy-boufe not above once in a quarter 
of an hour* Shakefptire*s Henry IV* p. i, 

Dice-box, n f [dice and box.] The box from which the dice 
thrown* 

What would you fay, fhould you fee the fparkler fhaking 
her elbow for a whole night together, and thumping the table 
with a dice-box ? Addijon s Guardian, N , 1 20. 

Di'cer. n.f [from dice.] A player at dice ; a gamefter* 

They make marriage vows 

As Life as dicers oaths. Shake fpcarf s Hamlet. 

Dicii. adj. This word fee ms corrupted from dit for do it * 

Rich men fim, and 1 eat root: 

Much good dieh thy good heart, Apemantus. Shahf Timm. 
Dichotomy, n.f [ o . fs-.rjyitc ] Diftribution of ideas by 
pai rs. 

Some perfons have difturbed the order of nature, and abufed 
their readers by an affeftation of dichotomies, ti iohotomies, 
fevens, twelves, See* Let the nature of the fubjeft, confidercd 
together v^ith thedefign which you have in view, always de- 
termine the number of parts into which you divide it. Watts, 
DFckexs. A kind of adverbial exclamation, importing, as it 
fee ms, much die fame with the devil ; but I know not whence 
derived. 

Where bad you this pretty weathercock ? 

■ — I cannot tell what the dickens Ids name Is my hufband had 
him oi* Shakefp. Merry Wives of If indfor. 

What a dickens does he mean by a trivial Turn? 

But han't you found ir, fir? Congreve s Old Batchelor. 

Di'cher oj Leather* n.f [dicra, low Latin,] Ten hides, 
la I)l f C 1 A I E* u. a. [dietoj Latin ] To deliver to * 
with authority ; to declare with confidence* 

1 he fpoifs ot elephants the roofs inlav, 

And ft added amber darts a gol :en ray ; 

Such, and not nobler, in the realms above. 

My wonder diftates is the dome of Jove, Popes Odyffey. 
Whatsoever is dilated to us by God himfelf, or by men 
who are divinely infpired, muff be believed with full affu- 
ranee* Watts's L ogiek. 

Dictate, n.j. [diflatnm, Latin.] Rule or maxim delivered 
with authority; prefer i pt ion ; prefertpt* 

Others caff about for new difcovCries, and to feck in their 
own thoughts for thofe right helps of art which will fearcc be 
found, I k-ar, by thofe who fervilcly confine them felves to the 
dictates of others* Locke 

I credit what the Grecian deflates fay. 

And Samian founds o'er Scdta’s bills convey. Prior. 

I hen fet this deflate of my love prevail ; 
i nil ant, to foreign realms prepare to fail, 

1 o learn your father's fortunes, Pope's Odyfiy, b, i. 

Dti i a non. n.f, [Ironi dtf'.ite . ] The act or practice of 
dictating or preferring. P ni f 

DICTATOR. n.f [Latin.] 

A magi ff rate of Rumc made in times of exigence and diftrefc 
*md inveffod with abfolute authority* 

Kind diflaton made, when they came home, 

Their vanquiQi’d foes free citizens of Rome* Waller. 

Julius with, honour tarn d Rome's foreign, foes ; 

But patriots fell, ere the di flat or rofe. 

2. One inverted with abfolute authority. 

Unanimous they all commit the care, 

And management of this main enterprise, 

Tohim th«rg W s&T7ff/«r. Milton s Paradife Regain d,b. f. 

3' credit or atithority enables him to direct the con- 

duct or opinion of others 


another 
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Nor Is it a fmall power it giv'es One man over another, f!J 
have the authority to be the diflafor ol principles, and teacher 
of unqueflionable truths* Locke - 

That riches, honours, and outward fplehdour, fliould let 
up perfons for diflators to all the reft of mankind, is a nioft 
flmmeful invafion of the right of our underftanding. It rats. 

Dictatorial, adj, [from diflatirf] Authoritative; eonii 
dent ; dogmatical ; overbearing* 

A young acadenuck often dwells upon a journal, or an ob- 
fervator tliat treats of trade and politicks in a dlSG atonal 


Idtts. 


ftyie, and is lavifh in the praife of thu author, 
DiCTATORSHii’* tt, f [ from dUialov. J 
1; The office of d isfrtator. 

This is the folemneft title they can confer under the prince 
dorrs, being indeed a kind of di Gator jhip, Wotton* 

2. Authority ; infolent confidence. 

This is that perpetual did! at or jhip which Is exercifcd by 
Lucretius, though often in the wrong, Drydetu 

D I c t a*t UR E . n. f [diflat are y Lati n . J The office of a d ifta- 
tor; didlatorfhip* Juifl* 

DFcTiON* n.f [diflton, French; diflio^ Latin.] Stile; lan- 
guage ; expreffion* 

1 here appears in every part of his diflidfi, or expreffion, 
a kind of noble and hold purity. Dry den. 

Dictionary, n.f [diflionarium, Latin*] A book contain- 
ing the %vords of any language in alphabetical order, with 
explanations of their meaning 5 a lexicon; a vocabulary; a 
word-book* 

Some have delivered the polity of fpirits, and left an ac- 
count that they ft and in awe of charms, fpclls, and conjura- 
tions; that they are afraid of letters and characters, notes 
and dallies, which, fet together, do fignify nothing; and not 
only in the dictionary of man, but in thcfubtler vocabulary of 
fatarv Rr&wris l r ulgar Errour\ b> i . c. 10* 

Is it fuch a horrible fault to tranflate fimulaciu images ? I fee 
what a good thing it is to have a good cath ol i ck dictionary. Sti/L 
An army, or a parliament, is a colledtion of men; a dic- 
tionary, or nomenclature, is a collection of W0rds, IPutts. 
Did* of do. [bib, Saxon*] 

1. Die preterite of do* 

Thou can’ ft not fay I did it Shakefpeare, 

What did that great nefs in a woman’s mind ? 

Ill lodg’d and weak to aft what it defign'd. Dryd. Aarengz, 
2* The fign of the pretcr-imperfeft tenfe, or perfect. 

When did his pen on learning fix a brand. 

Or rail at arts he did not under ft and* Dry den, 

3, It Is fometimes ufed emphatically; as, f did really love him* 

Didactical. [Wsw^m:^-,] Preceptive ; giving precepts: 

Dida'ctick ■ 3 as a didaBiiak poena is a poena that eh rules 

for fo me art ; as the Georgicks* 

The means ufed to this purpofe are partly didaflicaf and 
partly protrcpticul, demon ftra ting the triith of the gofpel ; and 
then urging the profejlirs of thofe truths to be fteclfaft in the 
faith, and to beware of infidelity* Ward on Infidelity, 

Di dapper* n.j. [from dip. ] A bird that dives into the 
water* 

D 1 d a s c a lick* adj * [ j Prcceptl vc ; d idaftick ; 

giving precepts in feme art. 

I found it neceffirry to form fome ftory, and give a kind of 
bodv to the poem ; under what fpecies it may be compre- 
hended, wnethcr didajealick or heroick, I leave to the judg- 
ment of the criticks. Prior. 

Fo Dj doer* tj. a. [dtddern, Teut* %itte? m ny 'Germy] Fo quake 
with cold ; to fhivrr* A provincial word. Skinner, 

Didst* The fecond perfon of the prefer tenfe of ck. Sec Did* 
Oh laft and beft of Scots! who didfl maintain 
ffi by country's freedom from a foreign re Dm Drxden 

To DIE. .. t boa s> Saxon, a colour, f To lingo , to colour i 
to ftain. 0 * 

So much of death her thoughts 
Had entertain'd, as dfd her cheeks with pale* ‘Milt. P* L* 
All white, a virgin taint fhe lought the ffffcs ; 

For marriage, th ^ugh it follies not, it dm. Dry den. 

Die. 77 f [from the verb.] Colour ; tinfture ; ftnin; hue acquired. 

It will help me nothing 

To plead mine innocence; for that die is on me, 

Which makes my whiFft part black, Shakefp. Henro VUL 
\Ve have dainty works of feathers of wonderful luft re* 
excellent y«, and many. Btusns Aland 

Uarknefs v/e fee emerges into light, 

And fhining funs defeend to fable night : 

Ev'n heav'n itfelf receives another Ate, 

When weary’d animals in (lumbers lie 
fll midnight eafe ; another, when the gra\' 

Of mom pi eludes the fplendor of the day.' Drydtrh Fables. 

.in V ay r ^ Pnf,n i t0 ,‘ ee iJie ima S es of the mind Ikmped 
ill on the a (peer ; to fee the checks take the die of the naffions 

and appear in all the colours and complexions of thouJit. ’ 

Firtt this COiUer ° f tb * Afpc£T * 

She fends on earth ; then that of deeper die 

otcals foft behind, *Fk**»*r~* p t m 

I hompj.n s Summer j L 1685* 
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